
The home 
renovators 
guide to 
asbestos



Asbestos guide for  
minor renovations
This guide is useful for  
 ‘do-it-yourself’ (DIY) home 
renovators carrying out 
minor renovations on 
building materials that may 
contain asbestos.

The home renovators 
guide to asbestos
As a general rule, if the building 
was built before 1990, it is likely 
that it would have materials 
containing asbestos.

Play it safe with asbestos. If you are not sure 
whether a material contains asbestos, assume 
that it does and take adequate precautions:

•	� Only if safe to do so, consider taking samples 
from the proposed work area and have them 
tested to determine if asbestos is present.

•	� You can contact an asbestos consultant or 
competent person for advice.

•	� If asbestos is in good condition and not 
impacted by proposed renovations, leave 
them alone and safely work around them.

•	� Contract a licensed asbestos removalist to 
safely remove asbestos rather than removing 
it yourself (however, if friable asbestos-
containing materials need to be removed, 
you MUST use a class A licensed removalist).



What is asbestos?
Asbestos is a type of building material  
used in the building industry between  
the 1940s and late 1980s.

What does asbestos 
look like?
Asbestos can be found in many 
places in Queensland. In homes, 
vehicles and plant, within electrical 
switchboards and meters and 
products used in buildings.  

Find a licensed 
asbestos removalist
Learn more about license requirements to remove 
asbestos and information on which businesses 
are licensed to do this in Queensland. 

Learn more about what asbestos 
is, where it was typically used in 
Queensland and what health risks 
asbestos poses.

View some 
examples  
in this gallery.
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Friable (loosely bound) asbestosLoosely bound friable asbestos-containing materials are 
potentially very dangerous. Friable materials can contain up 
to 100 per cent asbestos. The fibres are quite loose and can 
be turned to dust and released into the atmosphere with very 
light pressure, such as crushing with your hand.Friable asbestos was primarily used in commercial and 

industrial settings for fire proofing, sound proofing and 
insulation. Sometimes, small amounts of friable asbestos 
were used in domestic buildings, including:• in old domestic heaters, stoves, hot water systems and  

 pipe lagging
• in the backing of sheet vinyl floor coverings  • inside fireplaces

• within fire doors in the main entry doors of units and   
 stairwells
• sprayed on vermiculite insulation material in some   
 common areas of unit blocks.

Hardi plank wall sheeting

Flat sheet cladding

Hardi plank woven fencing

Slotted hardi flex soffit sheeting

DT surround (disconnector trap)

Types of asbestos-containing materials

Textile wadding used in the porcelain fuse 
holders
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Asbestos backed vinyl sheet flooring

Laboratories that analyse building materials for asbestos can be found by contacting the National Association of Testing Authorities. 
The laboratories can also give you advice on how to correctly take and send a sample. There will be fees involved. You can also contact an asbestos consultant or competent person for advice by searching the internet or local phone directory.

National Association of Testing Authorities1800 621 666
www.nata.asn.au

Asbestos backed vinyl sheet flooring Asbestos backed vinyl sheet flooring

Types of asbestos-containing materials

Friable asbestos in vinyl sheet flooring
Vinyl sheet flooring sometimes contained friable (loosely 
bound) asbestos material in the backing of the product (the 
side attached to the floor) or as an underlay. The vinyl sheet 
itself does not contain asbestos.

Manufacturers sometimes incorporated a felt-like ‘backing’ for 
cushioning and insulation purposes and it typically contains 
80–100 per cent asbestos. This product can be identified as it 
was usually supplied in sheet form and has a ‘terrazzo’ type 
(colourful marble or stone chip) pattern look on the surface.  
It is most often found in buildings constructed before the  
mid-1980s.

Friable materials, such as the backing of this vinyl sheet 
flooring are potentially very dangerous because the asbestos 
fibres can become airborne very easily. These materials must 
only be handled and removed by an asbestos removalist with 
a class A asbestos removal licence.

Having materials tested for asbestos

Scan QR code to learn more.




